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Extensive Reading and Autonomous Learning
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Any one technique works will with 80% of
students

Okay with 15% of students
And does not work at all with 5% of students.




[image: image6.jpg]


A new strategy must be taught, modeled, and supervised in order for students to incorporate the strategy.
	Be patient

	

	
	Procedures
	Technique
	

	
	*Checking  hw

*Revision

*Introduction: The following chart (advanced organizer ) will be given to students 

and what I Learned
what I Want  or  Will know
What I  Know
At the same time the teacher creates her own chart on the board.
	Warming up activities :

Graphic  organizer
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	K=pre-reading
*highlight what students  already know .

Teacher's role:  Have students collaborate as a classroom unit or within small groups (4-6).Each group contains ( a leader , an idea collector and a reporter  ) .

-Review rules for cooperative learning (all for one, one for all. How to work together, each member rule, voices ,etc.)

*Students should learn and practice social and cooperative skills within their groups.

*In cooperative learning, selection of groups should not be done haphazardly, and it is rarely a random process. Teachers need to divide students into heterogeneous groups.

* All students should have a chance to contribute to the success of the group and themselves.
-Ask students to brain storm (words ,terms or phrases ) they associate with the topic .

WHY brain storming ? : *students increase their understanding of text by activating prior knowledge  and link their background with the newly presented one.
*brain storming promotes success for students as there is no one right answer.

*It helps teacher finds out what students really know or don't know.                                  
HOW ?

-Have questions ready to help students brain storm all the information they know about the topic.
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-Use : ( e.g. questions ,examples, prompts, pictures,(clipart-photos),real objects ,data show(animated pictures ,u-tube , educational films..etc )body language (gestures , facial expression,..),acting, pupil's book,  context ,building on students answers…etc.
*Using MI strategy   provides the teacher with great and useful ideas. (How to deal with students ? kinds of activities….etc.)

*Students  need more prompting than "Tell me everything you know about……"

When using brain storming remember to:
*Allow enough wait time for the students to think and respond (manage your time wisely).

*Model the activity by providing students with an example of brain storming.

*Facilitate and offer lots of encouragement.

*There are no wrong answers. (Be positive , Don't criticize ),stick to brain storming rules.
 *Get as many ideas as possible ( Focus on quantity)

*Ask students to record ideas in their KWL chart as groups.
*teacher may write herself or ask students to come and write ideas on the board (spelling and style doesn't count)

*If some answers were given in Arabic help them find the English equivalent .

If they are working as groups:
       -make sure that the idea collectors (recorder) records the suggested ideas.
       -have the reporter from each group add the information to the large chart on the board.
*If they stop writing help them saying :

        -How about looking for another perspective .

       -What else do you know about …..?

       -Show pictures –prompts …etc.

       -help them combine and improve ideas.

       -use the A B C brain storm table to generate more ideas. (can be seen in the CD )
       -help students to categories /classify the given information to formulate questions in the next step .

      -encourage discussion and elaboration if clarity is needed.

*Don’t let lazy individuals get away of work. Everyone has to share.
*switching between group and individual work can be seamless and highly productive.
	K
Pre-reading
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Cooperative learning
(for more information see the CD )
Brain storming
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Teaching Aids

Using MI
(Multiple Intelligences)
(for more information see the CD )
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	Before reading:
-  Help students to list a series of questions they want to learn or to predict what they will learn in the (W column).
-If students respond with statements turn into questions before recording them .

WHY questions ?
-questions  set a purpose for reading.

-questions help students focus their attention before reading.

KINDS OF QUESTIONS :

                 *(should develop higher level of thinking)

-Ask students to predict, imagine, analyze, synthesize, etc.

-Questions should provide students with sufficient opportunities to express their opinion - to apply the given information in other situation – to comment – to give solutions –to make value decisions about issues- to create  a unique, original product that may be in verbal form or may be a physical object-to combine ideas to form a new whole  - to separate  a whole into component parts…etc.
REMEMBER: The purpose is to help students read the topic at a high level of comprehension.
SUGGESTIONS:

-If in response to "What do you want or will learn about in this topic?"students say "nothing" or have trouble coming up with ideas try to :

     -choose an idea from the K column and ask "What would you like to learn more about this idea ?"

     -ask students to preview the text's pictures –subheadings , charts, captions, ..etc. and predict what they might learn .

    -encourage extensive reading (searching) by asking :

What do you know about ……? ( things not mentioned in the text).
-WHY…..?      Why…..?      etc.
-Use (5W's and an H ) strategy.

* consider the three main features of extensive reading in the classroom. (see the CD )
* provide your students with work sheets that contain different graphic organizers to write down their answers.

WHY graphic organizers?

          * Random facts are quickly lost. However, the brain's ability to store pictures is unlimited. And since the brain likes to chunk information, the graphic organizer complements the way the brain naturally works.
              -encourage students to write notes (using key phrases and words) rather than entire sentences; that way when they use their notes to write their reports they will have plenty of content and be more likely to write in their own words.

Some examples :[image: image11.jpg]



*more graphic organizers can be seen in the given CD.

* Always give students a chance to add her comments, to think, analyze and make decision.
*Mind maps can be also used in taking and making notes.

Autonomous Learning:

· Using a strategy  : Teach your students some reading styles (e.g. study reading , skimming , scanning )

Study reading: students must challenge themselves to understand the topic, they read it more than once to achieve a high level of comprehension. Sometimes reading the topic aloud help them to improve their comprehension. 
Skimming:  the purpose is to quickly obtain a general idea about the reading material. They look for the main idea.

Scanning: the purpose is to quickly locate a specific piece of information (names, words, numbers,..)  they move eyes quickly over the topic until they  locate the information.

· Information gathering (resources)

* Students use their books , library ,given materials provided by teachers or the internet to look for answers.

Resources of information :

A- ( Text – audio-and audio-visual recourses )
Newspapers: hard copy editions and on line editions - General and specialist dictionaries - Journals – magazine- Tv 

( documentaries )- Radio
B- Other examples of modern learning technologies 

Internet & email - Email discussion groups- Slideshare ( www.slideshare.com )- Video conferencing - Wikis and blogs - Virtual Learning Environments – PowerPoint- Online assessment - Digital course materials- Pdf files & Adobe Reader (Pdf file creator) - CD & DVD technology (cf cassette & video) - Distance and open learning environments - Scanners & digital cameras & digital video cameras - Flash drives & zip drives .
        .   Self-monitoring and evaluating : Help students to plan, monitor, and evaluate their learning, identify any problems they run into and suggest  solutions through:

           (Learners' portfolios -Learners' self-reports  -Learners' diaries and evaluation sheets- Questionnaires…etc)  
-Ask each group to choose three questions or more from the W column to start answering.

( teacher might assign one question to each group and give them a chance to choose the other two questions.
  -Ask them to read and share and fill in the graphic organizer given by the teacher or created by the students themselves.
-As students read they may generate more questions that can be added to the W column. 

	W
Pre-reading
Bloom's Taxonomy
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(for more information, see the given CD)

Extensive reading
(for more information, see the given CD)
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS
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(for more information, see the given CD)
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Autonomous Learning

(for more information, see the given CD)
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	While : Note taking –Note making
  -Ask students to :
answer the questions as they read either by section or after reading the whole text ( depends on the level of students)-              -Encourage students to write notes(using key phrases and words )rather than complete sentences, that way when they use their notes to write their reports they will have plenty of content and will be writing using their own sentences.

Why taking and making notes ?

            -help students to:  concentrate , remember, stay awake, keep their brain active ,…..
           -help students to : recall information later on ,gather materials for assignment – composition –test..etc.
           -facilitates learning .
          -students enjoy as there is no much pressure on them as individuals.
Note taking:  is the first stage that lead to note making .It is when you read for the first time and try to jet down the key information ,main ideas, examples so you can use them later.
Note making :is when you return to those notes and try to use your own words to highlight ideas and put things together.
Note making  is more intellectual task than note taking as it involves selecting ,analyzing and summarizing what they read or hear in a readable ,creative way; and in a way that stick in their minds.
Note making can be the first approach to writing notes from reading ,as the readers have time to organize and present notes in a way that make sense and in an interesting shape.
-In addition to answering the W column questions , encourage students to write in the L column anything they found especially interesting and they can put a check mark next to the answers and a star next to the interesting information.
*Have students search for questions not answered in their worksheets.

(They have to tell how they found the answer and where ).
-Encourage students to choose any piece of information or question they like to write about .(they can present their work in a creative way ) (This could be as an extra work ).

* ( An extra period is needed –It can be at the end of the unit or before)

-Students list  what they  have learned in the L column.
-Discuss the information that students recorded .  
Possible discussion skills include listening, clearly making claims, supporting claims with facts, helping a group move through obstacles…..etc
-Ask them to present what they have chosen   ( The extra work ).
-Let them go back to the K column to check if any of their prior knowledge is inaccurate and correct. 

	L
While and after reading

Note taking –Note making

(for more information, see the given CD)

L

After reading :
Discussion

for more information, see the given CD)


	

	
	D= Demonstration

KWL+D= KWL strategy supported with summarizing and mapping .

-After completing the previous steps extend the learning process by asking students to develop a concept map or a summary demonstrating   comprehension of the newly acquired information using their own words.
* This can be done in the class or at home.

-To create a concept map students use the title as the center of the map , the categories on the K W L chart become the map's major concept; explanatory details are supplied underneath.

-students use the concept map or the graphic organizer to write a summary of the text , because the most difficult part of summarizing (which is selecting information and organizing it )has been already completed.

-*Instruct students to use the maps as an outline for their summary . The map center is the title and each category becomes the topic for a new paragraph , they use supporting details to expand their writing .
	KWL plus D

Making notes
Concept maps
Writing a summary

	

	10
	Common Issues with K-W-L
· "My students don't have background knowledge! 
The reason to do the K column of the K-W-L is to have students bring to mind something they already know, as a hook to which new information can be attached. Some people who use K-W-L complain that their students either don't know anything or what they know is wrong. That's a great sign that the students have been asked not about what they know, but about what they don't know. Please "know" this: ALL students have background or prior knowledge. As teachers, we have to know our content well enough that we know how it's like something that would be familiar to our students. That should determine what we ask in the K column. It may OR MAY NOT be the topic. 

· "I ask what they want to know, and they think of a zillion things!"
Especially with younger elementary children, they'll suggest all kinds of questions for what they want to know. And with older kids, maybe they say, "Nothing!" That's why I like Pat Widdowson's suggestion: Use the W to ask what they think they WILL learn. Then, it's predictive, which is what good readers are anyway. 
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